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I have dedicated my political career to improving life For the residents of Hlincis, first as a Frustee for the Chicago suburk, The Village of
Hoffman Estates, and as an Winois State Legislator since 2007, Education in particular has been my passion and that is a significant part of the
reason | am contacking the Commission and asking its members to approve the Comcast and Time Warner Cable transaction.

Comcast and NBCUniversal share my commitment to spotlighting education issues. NBCUniversal's annual "Education Nation™ Summit, which
was launched in 2010, offers a public dissection of all the issues involved with education while explaining what 21st century leaming requires of
students and teachers. An important outcome of thase workshops, speakers and town hal gatherings has been the awareness of technology's
increasing role in how, when and what gur students learn.

In today's world, access to the best technology is ene of the most the critical features of a top education. Students who can connect digitally
have a world of opportunity literally at their fingertips. Yet, many children still lack the basic equipment and Internet access they need to
perform to natienal standards and to compete with their international peers. Here in lllingis, there have heen efforts to close the so-called
Digital Divide and no company has done more te connect children to computers and the Internet than Comecast and its Intemet Essentials
pragram. Families who cannot afford computers and Internet service are able to get both at deep discounts. In llingis, this program has helped
bring Internet access at home to tens of thousands.

Comcast and NBC Universal have also invested in scholarships, grants, volunteer hours and programs like Digital Connectors, and this
oommitment to community partnerships gives me great optimism. Mereever, | understand that the combined entity will serve more
communities throughout the country than ever before upon approval of the transaction. The expansion of Comcast service into new markets
will not just represent the expansion of infrastructure or technology. K will represent the expansion of community partnerships and positive

carporate refationships.

Just as important are the potential technological innovations and economic opportunity it can bring as well. llinois already benefits from the
rebust operations Comcast has kased here, induding owned and cperated NBC and Telemundo affifiates, close to 7 000 local employees, and

millions in infrastructure investments.

| witnessad the vast community improvements that came with the Comcast and MEC Universal partnership and | can only imagine the positive
benefits that wikl result from expanded presence of those companies under the proposed agreement.

| urge you to approwve this transaction.

Sincerehy,

=

Fred Crespo

Illinoks SEate Representative, 44th District
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